total growth between the years 2008 and 2014, the laparoscopic route increased by 279.7%, while the increase in appendectomy by laparotomy was 25% (p <0.001) (Figures 1 and 2 ).
The number of laparoscopic surgeries in the South Region of the country corresponded to 57% of the total number of those performed in Brazil, followed by the Southeast Region, with 29%. The laparotomic route was used in these regions in 21% and 41% of the total number of surgeries, respectively (Figure 3 ).
The total cost of surgeries performed, counting medical and hospital expenses, was R$ 318,207,595.08.
Of this total, surgeries with laparoscopic access accounted for 2.6%, with an expenditure of R$ 8,137,417.59, while for the laparotomic procedures the total expenses were R$ 310,070,177.49. The average cost of the laparoscopic surgeries was R$ 500.06, 7.6% less than that of conventional surgeries, which had an average cost of R$ 537.88, however without a statistically significant difference.
The mean length of hospital stay with laparotomies was 3.8 days, while with laparoscopy, 3.6 days, with no statistical difference. and that this has a 7.6% lower cost in relation to the 
